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to the export and import traffic deserve considerations. As
one of the main objects of the construction of the major rail-
way systems in India was the development of exports of raw
materials and the imports of manufactured goods, the faci-
lities of transport provided by these railways continued for
long to be overwhelmingly in, favour of such traffic and inimi-
cal to the interests of the indigenous industries of the country
in general, and of those in the interior regions in particular.
As an example of the lack of facilities of transport a case of
the cotton industry at Nagpur may be cited. As it turned out,
a considerable quantity of the Punjab-American cotton order-
ed by the Manager of the Empress Mills at Nagpur in Decem-
ber, 1917, at the instance of S. A. H. Townsend Esqr., I.C.S.,
Director of Agriculture, Punjab, had not reached Nagpur till
July, 1918. It also appeared that during the long period of
delay by the railways coverings of the consignment had been
damaged almost beyond recognition. In the light of such an
experience it was not surprising for Mr. Townsend to be led
to think that it was far easier to carry the cotton to Karachi
than to Nagpur. The cotton purchased by the proprietors or
lessees of cotton ginning factories on the Lahore-Karachi line,
some 100 miles by rail, had also met with the1 same fate. One
of them had bought about 40 wagon loads. But when the
Director of Agriculture, Punjab, visited the locality later on
he found the cotton still lying in the goods sheds of the rail-
way stations.15
The difficulties experiences^, by the iron and steel industry
at Jamshedpur may be taken as an example of the failure of
the transport facilities provided by railways to keep pace with
the development of the industries in the interior of the coun-
try. The Report of the Tata Company for the year ending
31st March, 1921, while reviewing the position of the industry
in 1921, stated: 'We are now, however, faced with the very
serious position v regarding the railway transport. We have
repeatedly pressed this upon the attention of the railways and
Government, and although the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has
made certain additions to its equipment......the additions are
not adequate to handle the traffic which we shall require when
15 Report of the Committee on the Working of Indian   Railways
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